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On behalf of our Board of Directors and the Staff of SafeHouse Denver, we’re
pleased to present our Annual Report to the community for Fiscal Year 2019/2020.

Just as our fiscal year was drawing to a close, the world outside our doors began to
change in dramatic and historic ways. With all the challenges facing us at the
moment—a global pandemic, an economic crisis, and protests against racial
injustice—it’s hard to pause and reflect on the year that was. But when we do, we
are filled with gratitude. Deepest gratitude for being part of a community that has
long stood up for those experiencing all forms of violence and oppression,
especially those abused by people they trusted to love them.

We never could have anticipated the upheaval that would befall us in 2020. As we
write this message, we are all still in the middle of this storm. We don’t know how
or when it will end. What we do know is that because of your support, SafeHouse
Denver is well poised to face these crises and continue serving survivors of
domestic abuse. Any success we realized toward achieving our mission of helping
adults, children and youth reclaim lives free from domestic violence in Fiscal Year
2019/2020 was because of you—our caring donors, funders, volunteers and other
supporters. Even before COVID-19 shined a light on those who were not safe at
home, you knew, you understood, and you were already doing something about it
by supporting survivors at SafeHouse Denver.

Today, we celebrate YOU and all we have accomplished together in the previous
fiscal year because of your kindness and generosity. We will remain true to our
mission, believing this is the best way to be part of the solution, and look forward
to a brighter future for ALL.

With Deepest Appreciation,

Roger Sherman, CHAIR
CRL Associates, Inc. 

Jamie Slavin, TREASURER
Westerra Credit Union 

Nate Barker, SECRETARY
Messner Reeves LLP

Geralyn Gorshing
MEMBER-AT-LARGE
CPS HR Consulting

Alexis Anderson
Havas Formula 

Trevor Bartel
Lewis Roca Rothgerber Christie

Sharla Carlson
ComRent International

Kelly Donovan
Wells Fargo Bank 

Dylan Metzner
Jones & Keller, P.C.

J.J. Simon
US Bank 

Ted Vanderveen
Be Relevant Solutions

Danielle Vaughan
FirstBank

Victoria McVicker, CEO
SafeHouse Denver
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Ruth and Tom were married for more than 50 years. They ran a family business together—
a popular neighborhood bar and grill. Charming and handsome, Tom was the perfect pub proprietor—
the life of the party. He was the face of the business while Ruth was the brains of the operation. Always
good with numbers, she managed the books and ordered supplies. Tom made the bank deposits, ran
errands and managed the front of the "house." They had five grown children and a dozen grandchildren.
By all accounts, they appeared to be a perfect match and have a happy family. And maybe they did...

Maybe this was as good as it got, Ruth thought. Did it matter that Tom drank a little too much? He
owned a pub after all—occupational hazard. Sometimes he’d get angry and throw things, but he’d never
hit her. True, he’d broken some sentimental pieces that she inherited from her parents, but he
apologized. Whenever business lagged, things got worse. He blamed her. She’d be nothing without him,
he reminded her over the years when she threatened to leave and take the kids. “They’d never go with
you,” he scoffed. He was probably right. Like everyone else, they adored him. She couldn’t bear the
thought of not being a part of their lives, so she stayed.

One day when Tom ran to the bank, a longtime waitress at the pub slipped Ruth a card with SafeHouse
Denver’s Crisis Line number on it. She’d heard the demeaning way Tom talked to her when he thought
no one was in earshot. She confided in Ruth that she’d been abused in the past. She told Ruth she didn’t
have to live like this. Abuse, was this abuse? Ruth wondered.

She was raised in a generation when people didn’t share the details of their home life. She’d had no one
to talk to since Tom had moved her from the Northeast to Denver as soon as they married. He said
opportunities were better in this growing city. Now Ruth wondered if he just wanted to get her away
from her doting parents and "busybody" sisters.

A couple of her daughters had married men just like their "dear old dad," and a granddaughter had
recently moved out of state with her new husband. She feared for them. She didn’t want any of her girls
to be treated the way she had been treated. This ends with me, Ruth thought, as she picked up the
phone and scheduled an appointment with an Advocate at SafeHouse Denver’s Counseling and Advocacy
Center.

In the beginning, Ruth constantly sought direction and approval from her Advocate. But SafeHouse
Denver uses an “Empowerment Model” to help clients process trauma. It allows for survivors to take
back power and control, rather than shift it from an abuser to a counselor. “I’m not the expert here, you
are,” her Advocate told Ruth, encouraging her to trust herself. After several sessions, Ruth grew
comfortable taking the lead. She started telling her Advocate, “Here’s what happened. Here’s how I
handled it. This is how I feel about it.” Together, they started unpacking and processing over 50 years of
trauma. They made a safety plan for Ruth to leave her husband, find a part-time job as a bookkeeper,
and secure an apartment. Luckily, keeping the books for the business allowed Ruth to squirrel away
some money for her future and make her plans a reality.

Sometimes Ruth wonders if it's worth leaving at this late stage in life, but then she thinks of her
daughters and granddaughters. It is worth it. They deserve better. She isn’t sure if she'll be able to
break the cycle of abuse in her family, but she knows she has to try.

RUTH'S STORY—Ending Intergenerational Abuse  

The mission of SafeHouse Denver is to assist adults, children and youth in reclaiming 
their right to a life free from domestic violence. 



The Rose Andom Center, Denver Forensic
Collaborative for At-Risk Adults, Denver Anti-
Trafficking Alliance, Victim Services Network,
StandUp Colorado, Metro Denver Fatality Review
Committee, and Denver Collaborative Partnership
remained key community partners
The CAC Director presented at the International
Association of Chiefs of Police Mexican Delegation
Study Tour, the Colorado Advocacy in Action
Conference, and the Denver City Attorney's Office
Annual Domestic Violence Symposium
The CAC Director and a CAC Advocate gave public
testimony in support of HB19-1032, a bill that
eventually passed which requires education on
healthy relationships to accompany comprehensive
sex education in Colorado public schools 
Members of our Shelter and CAC staff were invited
by the Office of Victims of Crimes (OVC) Training
and Technical Assistance Center to evaluate its
Vicarious Trauma Tool Kit and offer
recommendations for better addressing Vicarious
Trauma in the workplace
Staff and volunteers led 51 community
presentations, directly raising awareness of our
mission among more than 2,224 community
members 

2019 
HIGHLIGHTS

179 women, 99 children, 12 men, and one non-
binary survivor received safe housing, basic
necessities, individual and group counseling, and
referrals to other resources such as medical care
and housing
2,588 total individual counseling and/or advocacy
interactions occurred between residents and staff;
on average, clients received three referrals to
community resources 
Major Shelter improvements included a kitchen
renovation and painting of the building's exterior
A Facilities and Maintenance Coordinator was
hired to assist with facility needs and upcoming
large-scale Shelter improvements 
A Window Between Worlds, a program that uses art
as a healing tool for trauma, was added to our adult
programming at Shelter and the Extended Stay
Program (ESP) 

20 women engaged in on-site support groups
ranging from sessions for monolingual Spanish
survivors and those healing from intimate partner
sexual abuse to trauma-informed yoga
93 adults participated in off-site groups including
healthy relationship education at the Center for
Work Education & Employment and MotherWise
95 young people in the highest risk group of under
25 received age-appropriate psychoeducation on
dating violence
33 adolescent girls received teen dating violence
prevention programming through a collaboration
with the Denver Safe Cities Juvenile Diversion
Program
An additional 31 young women accessed 132
individual counseling sessions at CAC
Through the Denver Triage Project, Advocates
made 433 outreach calls to survivors immediately
post-assault, provided advocacy services to 110
survivors, and counseling services to 44 survivors

Emergency Shelter

Counseling & Advocacy Center (CAC)

Extended Stay Program (ESP)

Community Outreach & Education

837 requests for individual advocacy-based
domestic violence counseling from our Crisis Line
and community referrals were managed by the CAC
team 
437 adults received individual domestic violence
services, including crisis intervention, safety
planning, emotional support, trauma counseling,
and systems advocacy; 55 of these adult survivors
were monolingual Spanish speakers; eight were 
men, and four were transgender or gender non-
conforming

Crisis & Information Line
11,307 calls from survivors and those helping them
were answered by Advocates and trained
volunteers who offered safety planning, support
and informed resource referral
6,234 callers were referred to other resources
because Shelter beds were unavailable 

Provided safe housing, access to community
resources, increased stability, and a renewed sense
of empowerment to seven heads of household and
13 children under the age of 18
Average stay was just under three months, and six
households entered stable housing after ESP



FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

"This has been an extremely difficult and scary time for me, but the Advocates made me feel so supported
and helped me every step of the way. They picked me up and put me back together every time I had a

meltdown. Because of them, I am stronger and more at peace. I am hopeful about my future now."

—2019 SafeHouse Denver Shelter Resident

Operating Revenue

Operating Expenses



Robin Luedtke & Penny Berg
Jo & Mike McGuire
Steven Morrow
Robert J. Pletcher *
Lindsay & Jeff Plous
Susan & Ben Rector
Ryley Carlock & Applewhite
Sam S. Bloom Foundation
Karen Sather
Linda & Kevin Steeves
Amanda Stevens
Laurel & Steve Tawresey
Patrick & Jennifer Witcher

Judith K. & David J. Flom
Foundation At Rolling Hills
Genessee Mountain Foundation
Annette & Mark Germinario
Beth & Glen Goldman
Marcia L. Hannan
Stephanie & Edward Harvey
Havas Formula, LLC
Cameron Henneke
Martha & James Hoffman
Intelepeer
Junk King
KeyBank National Association
Maria & Colton King
Kittredge Properties/RBG Inc.
Kiwi Club of Denver
Jim & Laura Latsis *
Paul Lee
Lennox Family Foundation
Sirikka Lohoefener
Tracy & John Long
Gail & Wayne Lorenz
Los Trigos, Inc.
Lucky's Market
LUPEC Denver
Andrew Martin
Faith McGinn
Brittany & Daniel McKeighan
Margie & Michael McKnight *
Victoria A. McVicker &
  Sarah Hatfield *
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program
Anita Miller & Steven K. Stutzman
Name.com subsidiary of 
  Donuts, Inc.
Michael J. Newman
Denise Oakland
Joyce Ogden
Orange Theory Fitness
Linda & William Pearson
Sue C. Pilcher & James H. 
  Pilcher, Jr.
Plains End, LLC
Project Pave
Rusti & John Quarles
Keith & Kristen Randall
Reichert Foundation
Rick & Janie Stoddard Family Fund
John E. & Lisa M. Rivera
Robert Rhue Enterprises, Inc.
Laura Roybal Holman & Guy Holman
S&P Global
Julia Schuster & Eric Bush *
Gretchen Selfridge
Shirley Buttrick Family
  Foundation

Thank you to the following donors and funders who generously contributed to 
SafeHouse Denver between April 1, 2019 and March 31, 2020.

While space limitations allow us to publish only those donors who have 
contributed at the $500 level and above, we sincerely appreciate all levels of support. 

DONORS

Sustainers of Hope (Monthly Donors) *                        Legacy of Hope Society +       

$50,000 AND ABOVE

Anonymous
Daniels Fund
Virginia W. Hill 
  Charitable Foundation

$20,000 - $49,999
Allstate Foundation
Katie & Alan Fox
Diane J. Fox
Fox Family Foundation
Mark Iannucci & 
  Melanie Criswell
Johnson Foundation
  of the Rockies
Mile High United Way
Nord Family Foundation
Alexander Vogenthaler
  & Johanna Coats
Wells Fargo Foundation

$10,000 - $19,999

A.V. Hunter Trust, Inc.
Bohemian Foundation
Caring Connection
Colorado Coalition for 
  the Homeless
Colorado Health Foundation
Connie Burwell White 
  & William W. White
  Foundation
Denver Active 20-30
  Children's Foundation
Shannon Garcia-Lewis
Gleam Car Wash
Lewis Roca Rothgerber
  Christie LLP
Little Pub Brewing
  Company                 
Louis & Harold Price
  Foundation
Susan & Howard Noble +
Carol and Paul Rose +
Karen Toth & Alexander 
  Speros
Yardi Systems, Inc. 

$5,000 - $9,999

Christine & John Browner
Sharla Carlson *+
Dances With A Limp Ministries
Dorothy Harmsen & Bill
  Harmsen Sr. Foundation
Elle Consulting
FirstBank
Ramona L. & Mark Gomoll +
Google
Jan & Jerry Hanson
Harry W. Rabb Foundation
Leatherwood Foundation
The Lu Foundation
Mabel Y. Hughes Charitable
  Trust  
Nancy L. Martin & Susan
  Dukes *
MDC/Richmond American
  Homes Foundation
Schlessman Family
  Foundation, Inc. 
Seasons Church
Roger D. Sherman & Ernie
  Quemel *
Pam & Bob Stearman
Temple Hoyne Buell
  Foundation
Andrea Williams & Charles
  Dewey

$2,500 - $4,999
Bruce G. & Sarah Allen
Anonymous
Applewood Plumbing
  Heating & Electric
Avanti Food And Beverage
Nathaniel Scott Barker &
  Rebecca Czarnecki *
Big Lots Foundation of the
  Columbus Foundation
Eileen M. Byrne
Community First Foundation
Kelli & John Connor
CPS HR Consulting
Denver Agency Company
Denver Murderinos
Kent & Heather Glassman
Geralyn & Butch Gorshing *
Humphreys Foundation
InTANDEM Human Resources
J.K. Mullen Foundation
Laura L. & Richard Keasling *
Mavis D. Lindeman & Dick
  Sturm +
Live Nation Worldwide, Inc.

$1,000 - $2,499

Angel Concept
Anonymous (12)
Judith & Steve Anzalone
Greg & Jennifer Baldwin
Heather Barr
Tabitha & Trevor Bartel *
Cassidy C. & Madisson
  Bednark
BKD, LLP
Blackrock
BOK Foundation
Booyah Advertising
BP Foundation
Jessica & Brandon Brame
Brothers Plumbing Heating
  & Electric Inc. 
Adam & Meridith Burrows
John K. Bywaters
Scott & Sara Carpenter
Beth & Pat Casey
Jamie Charbonneau *
Charles Schwab Foundation
Christ Lutheran Church
Christ on the Mountain Church
CoBank
Ellyn K. & Walt Coughlin
Credit Union of Colorado
  Foundation
Elisabeth Cuseo
Lisa & Raymond Decker
Monica & John Denler
dovetail solutions
Essential Investment
  Partners
Facial Aesthetics, Inc.
Tom Farer
Kevin R. Fay & Karen Fay
  Luedtke
Harmes C. Fishback Foundation
  Trust

Anonymous (2)
Bain Family Foundation
Bohland Family Charitable
  Trust



Robert & Sarah Kilgore
Kathryn Kolakowski
Donna Kornfeld
Candace Kristensson
Jane H. Lanners
Kristy LaPlante
Christina Lavery
LibertyGives Foundation
Laura Littman & Patrick
  Crumpton
Karen Lowe
Ryan Luby
Phil Lunnon
Krystal MacDonald
Kerry & Tim Mahon
Gary & Debbie Mandelbaum
Patricia & James McElhinney
Pat McFarland
Medtronic, Inc.
Dylan H. Metzner & Lyndsay K.
  Arundel *
Elspeth Miller
MOMS Club of Parker - 
  Northeast
Dawn & Justin Morris
Allison & Benjamin Morris
Mitch & Margaret Morrissey
Michelle & Robert Morroni
Shantelle & Chad Mulliniks
Gwendolyn Nossman
Lucy O'Shaughnessy
Leah & Jeff Peer
Bruce Peterson *
Kim & Ian Pomerantz
Christine & Mike Pomorski
Amanda & Paul Preston
Meghan Quinlivan & John
  Pirkopf
Lindsay Ramirez
Miriam Reed
Reidy Metal Services, Inc.
Matthew Rezek
Janice & Ben Reznik
Barb & Mark Risner
Kathleen Rogness *
Dori Saad
Sara Scherrer
Ben F. Schumacher & Allison
  Gleichman
Joanne & Jeff Schwartz
Barry Seltz
David Smith
St. Mark's Parish of Denver
David L. Stearman
Laurie Stupak
Summit Utilities
Patricia Taub
Taylor Roth & Company, PLCC
Robert Torget *
Cheryl A. Turcotte *
RaiLynn Vaughan
Brenda & Christopher Volgenau
John Ward
Weckbaugh Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
Leslie & Charlie Will

Center For Work Education
  and Employment, Inc.
Camey Chandler
Charles Schwab Co.
Courtney Chenault
Valerie & Roger Chilewski +
Kimberly Colegrove *
Conscious Real Estate
Constance & Kevin Corwin
Lisa Crane
Terri M. Curtis & Jerome P.
  Fiore
Czarnowski Denver
Tracy & Sebastian
  Dachenhausen
Denver Health from the
  University of Denver
Kelly Donovan
Shana Colbin Dunn
Denise Duplichan
E-470 Public Highway
  Authority
Meredith & Eric Eisinger
Janis Emanuel
Jamie & Craig Emmons
EnCana Cares Foundation
Tracey & Brian Engelmann
David F. Essay
Esterly & Spates 
  Philanthropic Endowment
Donna A. Evans
Sheryl Fleming
Nathalie & Jack Fox
Sarah Fox
John Frankhouser
Frilly Dames Bowling
  League
Susan Gaine
Rachel Gallegos
Thérèse Garrett
Amy Gifford
Morgan & Jim Gosselin
Renee & Dan Gracey
Ben Graessle
Arnold & Susan Greenberg
Gayle L. Greer
Peggy Griffith & Kevin D.
  Struzeski *
Katrina & Tom Guenther *
Alex & John Hagan
Eden Hankins *
Alice Maria Hanna
Penny Hanson & Bill Noyce
Chris & Phil Harris
Michael Hennesy
Whitney & Drew Hoffman
Deborah Howitt
HRB Management, Inc.
IMGCR8TIVE LLC
David Jacobson
Paul Jensen
Sheila Ellen Kane *
Marcy A. Kaufman
Meg & Andy Kauth
Craig Keim
Zach Kesthely & Caeli Hill

1858 Real Estate
Gina & Ronnie Aga
Alpha Chi Omega
  Foundation
John Adam and Tara
  Altenhofen
Kyle Annen
Anonymous (4) *
Anonymous (1) +
Anonymous (17)
Anthony Schmidt Family
  Foundation
Apple
Ascension Technology, Inc.
Automatic Data
  Processing *
Peter M. Baker
David W. Baker
Bank of America Charitable
  Foundation
Renata Bauman & Nick
  Rosen
Barbara & Fred Baumann
Deborah R. Beacom
Beverly K. Beattie
Michael Benedict
Diane Bents
Sandy & Jon Bierbaum *
Katie Bikshaeva
Christy Black
Kathleen M. Bohland
Bradsby Group
Anna & Nate Brewer
Judy Burlingame
Cars Helping Charities

Edward & Jean Simon
Jason Simon *
Sloane's Carpet Secret
Sarah Kathleen Smith
South Metro Denver Realtor
  Association
Elizabeth M. Stands
Debralee & Scott W. Stauffer
Stevenson Family Fund
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
Sara Thrall
Karen & Steven Turk
TWC Foundation, Inc.
U.S. Bank Foundation Matching
  Gift Program
Hilary & Ted Vanderveen *
Jason & Jaimie VonLembke
Linda M. Weiler
Wells Fargo Community
  Support Campaign
Carrie Wernecke-Swenson &
  Ted Swenson
Westerra Credit Union
Jesse Wilkinsin
Christa & Jack Wilson
Richard & Beverly Worford
Patty & Tom Wrenholt
Zonta Club of Denver II

Safe City Office - City &
  County of Denver
Denver DA's Crime Victims
  Compensation Fund
Emergency Food and Shelter
  Program
Denver Department of Human
  Services - Utility Assistance
State of Colorado - Child and
  Adult Care Food Program
Denver Department of Human
  Services - Denver's Road
  Home AKA Host
State of Colorado Department
   of Corrections
State of Colorado Department
  of Human Services Domestic
  Violence Program
TANF/Denver Department 
  of Human Services
Office on Violence Against
  Women to Denver District
  Attorney's Office for Rose
  Andom Center/Triage
  Intervention Project
Denver Victim Assistance Law
  Enforcement Funds
Department of Justice, Office
  for Victims of Crime - Victim of
  Crime Act (VOCA) funds

We have made every effort to
print an accurate list of
donors from April 1, 2019 to
March 31, 2020. We apologize
for any omissions or errors.
Please call 303-302-6122 with
corrections.

$500 - $999

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS

Special thanks to our
top-level 2019

Hope Gala Sponsors:

Leslie Wilson
Joy & Jim Woller *
Young Americans Center for
  Financial Education
Your Castle Real Estate

GOLD SPONSORS 

MasTec Advanced
Technologies

Sharkey, Howes & Javer

AUCTION SPONSOR 

CRL Associates, Inc.



$332,000 awarded through 27 grants from private foundations
$182,042 raised through year-end giving: $94,270 from Colorado
Gives Day + $87,772 from our holiday appeal
$234,081 received through 25 major gifts of $1,000 or more
$108,806 received in other designated gifts, mostly through
workplace giving
$248,759 raised through our signature Hope Gala event 
$44,092 raised to benefit our Extended Stay Program through our
Sampling for Hope event
$52,260 generated through monthly gifts from our Sustainers of
Hope 
$66,706 raised through third-party events and initiatives,
thoughtfully sponsored by individuals, organizations and companies
in our community
4,490 hours contributed by dedicated direct-service and committee
volunteers, as well as Board Members
$176,241 = the value of in-kind donations, given by 281 donors
through our holiday gift giving programs, event auctions, and
regularly throughout the year 

 
*This list represents only a portion of our many fundraising initiatives. We’re
very grateful to everyone who supports survivors of domestic violence in any way.

24-Hour Crisis & Information
Line:  303-318-9989
Secure Emergency Housing
Extended Stay Housing
Counseling & Advocacy Services
Support Groups
Referrals to Community
Resources
Safety Planning
Teen Dating Violence
Intervention & Prevention
Services 
Family Services
Community Education &
Outreach

   SERVICES INCLUDE: 

Natasha Adler
Domestic Violence Advocate

Amena Ahmad, Overnight Domestic
Violence Advocate

Shannon Boltz
Chief Development Officer 

Katie Brown, Bilingual
Domestic Violence Advocate 

Sarah Budisavljevic 
Domestic Violence Advocate

Valerie Chilewski
Chief Development Officer
(Retired 7.31.2020)

Ginny Creager, Facilities & 
Maintenance Coordinator

Jelga Emiwo
Domestic Violence Advocate

Thérèse Garrett
Communications Coordinator

Bertha Garza, Bilingual
Domestic Violence Advocate

Skye Goodman, Family
Domestic Violence Advocate

Abby Hansen, Director of 
Counseling & Advocacy Services

Krystal MacDonald, Donations 
& Volunteer Coordinator

Alexa McKenna
Chief Financial Officer 

Victoria McVicker
Chief Executive Officer 

Valeria Rocha, Bilingual
Domestic Violence Advocate

Becca Schmidt
Domestic Violence Advocate

Heather Schreck 
Annual Giving & Events Manager

Laurel Tawresey 
Director of Shelter Services

Cymoné Williams, Extended Stay 
Case Manager & Relief Staff Supervisor

Ruth Williams, Overnight Domestic 
Violence Advocate 

Sabrina Wright-Hobart, Donor 
Relations Coordinator 

2020 Staff

Shelter Relief Staff
Lilly Duffy
Liana Guerin
Alivia Haram
Kylie Richman
Kristal Steeves
Stacy Taft 

2019-2020 Interns
Hiba Ali
Sophia Barnes 
Sarah Budisavljevic
Lilly Duffy
Sarah Wilkinson

A GENEROUS COMMUNITY*

PROGRAMS & SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
1649 Downing Street

Denver, CO  80218
Phone 303-318-9959

Fax 303-318-9979

safehouse-denver.org

SafeHouse Denver offers comprehensive services, in English and Spanish, at 
our Emergency Shelter, non-residential Counseling and Advocacy Center, 
and Extended Stay Program.

Annual Report Credits:  Thérèse Garrett, Editor & Designer; Valerie Chilewski, Assistant Editor;
Katie Brown, Contributor. Photos & Design Template:  Canva.


